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Opening Scripture
John 13:34–14:11 (ESV)

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will
follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay
down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.



Westminster Shorter Catechism

Q. 11. What are God’s works of providence?

A. God’s works of providence are, his most holy,1 wise,2 and powerful preserving3 and governing all his creatures, and all

their actions.4

Q. 12. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in the estate wherein he was created?

A. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect obedience;

forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil upon the pain of death.5

Prayer

5 Gal. 3:12. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them. Gen. 2:17. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

4 Psal. 103:19. The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. Mat. 10:29. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and
one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. Ver. 30. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Ver. 31. Fear ye not therefore; ye
are of more value than many sparrows.

3 Heb. 1:3. Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.

2 Psal. 104:24. O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches. Isa. 28:29. This also cometh forth
from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.

1 Psal. 145:17. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.



Acts 12:1-25 (ESV)
1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the brother of John

with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of

Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard

him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was

made to God by the church.

6 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two

chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light

shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 8 And the

angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and

follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought

he was seeing a vision. 10 When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It

opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11When

Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and

from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were

gathered together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to

answer. 14 Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the

gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16



But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to

be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to

the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place.

18 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19 And after Herod

searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went

down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there.

20 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having persuaded

Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country depended on the king’s country for food. 21 On an

appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them. 22 And the people

were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not

give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last.

24 But the word of God increased and multiplied.

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing with them John, whose other

name was Mark.



And Can It Be That I Should Gain
Charles Wesley, 1738. Alt. 1990 (from Blue Trinity Hymnal, 455, 1990 (2008))

1
And can it be that I should gain
An int'rest in the Savior's blood?

Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?

Amazing love! how can it be
That thou, my God, should’st die for me?

2
Tis myst’ry all! Th'Immortal dies:

Who can explore his strange design?
In vain the firstborn seraph tries

To sound the depths of love divine.
Tis mercy all! let earth adore,

Let angel minds inquire no more.

3
He left his Father's throne above,
(So free, so infinite His grace!),

Humbled himself (so great his love!),
And bled for all his chosen race.
Tis mercy all, immense and free;
For, O my God, it found out me.

4
Long my imprisoned spirit lay

Fast bound in sin and nature's night;
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray;

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth and followed thee.

5
No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,

And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th'eternal throne,

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

Refrain:
Amazing love! how can it be

That thou, my God, should’st die for me!




